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You can find womonspace at: 

B & D Emporium, Bagel Tree Cafe, 
Downtown Library, GLCCE, Greenwoods 
Books, Orlando Books, Precinct 55, Princess 
Theatre, The Roost, Secrets Bar & Grill, 
Strathcona Library, Urban Grind 


womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
volunteer organization. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our 
members and other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect . 
the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by womonspace. 


Material submitted becomes the 
property of womonspace. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and 
content, and to refuse publication. 
Submissions will be published on 
Womonspace’s website, unless 
otherwise agreed. 


NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
Editor: Shawna L. Mochnacz 
Designer: Marcey Andrews 
Administrative Assistant: 
Rhonda Lothammer 


NEXT ISSUE 
May - Drag Kings 
June - Pride 
July/August - Family 


We welcome submissions up to 500 
words of interest to local lesbians. 
Letters to the editor, short fiction, 

articles, book or movie reviews, 

poetry, artwork or photographs 

(minimum 200 dpi files) are all 
welcomed. 


Forward your submissions by: 
MAIL 
womonspace, Box 128, Main PO, 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3J4 
PHONE 
780.482.1794 
E-MAIL 
womonspace@hotmail.com 
WEBSITE 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 
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editorial 


A 
WOMAN'S 


ls 


rue, most of us don’t 
; actually have moats, 
\ but home is where 
everything is okay. It can be 
the house you built with your 
partner, or the one room place 
you rent. And we all know how to 
make our domicile feel like home—all 
those things that bring us comfort. Of 
all of the places I have lived in, I can 
honestly say I did absolutely nothing to 
improve anything, personally. I am, 
however, good for the economy, since I 
leave all of that to the pros. I know 
what I’m good at, and tools have 
nothing to do with it! 

Fortunately, I have often had GFs 
that can actually put IKEA furniture 
together without the tantrums, so 
things have worked out well so far! Just 
don’t ask me to assist or hold this or 
that. Blood pressure rising just thinking 
about The Incident. It actually had 
nothing to do with a home improve- 
ment attempt, but rather an attempt at 
using tools—which I associate with 
home handiwork. I had bought a new 
lawnmower, that had inscribed on the 
box: Some Assembly Required. It had 
handy pictures of the tools required 
(not to worry, I CAN tell the difference 
between pliers and screwdrivers!), and 
it even promised Easy Assembly. What 
it didn’t say is that you really needed to 
have put a lawn mower together 
before, and could do so with the wrong 
directions enclosed for the model I was 
buying. It also didn’t have any warnings, 
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by shawna I. mochnacz 


amr: 


frustrated 


like: High strung, easily 


classical musicians should not attempt 
assembly, ever. So, five hours later, 
with a shiny red lawnmower in parts 
all over my living room floor, there I 
was contemplating a shiny red 
“rocking chair” for that corner over 
there, and buying a few goats for the 
vard. I was crushed and have been 
tool-shy ever since. For a while, | 
wasn’t even sure I was really a dyke, 
because I didn’t own any tools at all. 
(Well, that, and I suck at pool!) 

Only recently, and due to a quiet 
afternoon in December, did I manage 
to acquire a Black and Decker Multi- 
Tool! I actually won it from a local 
paper for writing about what I would 
do with it—all lies of course. I just 
wanted it because it was orange, and 
cool looking, and | thought I should 
have some (Don’t 
writing in to offer to buy it—my 


tools. bother 
brother, who ended up saving the 
lawn mower from the garbage, has 
first dibs!) Anyway, it’s not for sale. 
And as I wait to take the plunge into 
Homownership, I do intend to start 
small and figure out what I can do 
with my cool carrot-coloured toy! 
Even if it means using it to lure in 


someone who will put up my blinds!¥ 


A JODIE THAT 
NEVER FORGETS 


(gay.com) 
Jodie Foster will play an elephant in a new 


film—and without wearing makeup or gaining 
weight. In the animated Tuskers, Foster will voice 

the role of a female pachyderm who’s trekking 

across Southeast Asia in search of greener 

pastures. Foster will be making the journey along 
with Garry Shandling, Dana Carvey, and Morgan 
Freeman, who will voice the other members of the & 
herd. DreamWorks and PDI (Shrek) are co-producing 
the movie, which is being directed by Brad Lewis and Tim 
Johnson (Antz). Foster’s character obviously won’t be gay, but maybe 
if we’re lucky, her trunk will swing both ways. The film, which was a 
written by Small Soldiers scribes Ted Elliot and Terry Rossio, was — 


originally slated for a December release, but its start date has been postponed to 


accommodate the production of Shrek 2. 


IF THESE WALLS COULD WRITE! 


(planetout.com) 
Lesbian screenwriter Jane Anderson (If These Walls Could Talk 2) is 
adapting lesbian author Terry Ryan’s memoir The Prize Winner of 


Defiance, Ohio for the big screen. Ryan, who answered to the 
nickname Tuffy as a girl, wrote the book about her mother, a self- 


taught wordsmith who supported her 10 children by winning slogan- 
writing contests in the 1950s and 60s. Robert Zemeckis (Contact) is producing the 
quirky Midwestern tale, which hasn’t yet been cast, although Susan Sarandon’s 
name has been mentioned for the lead role. No shooting dates have been set because 
Anderson 1s still working on the script. 


YAY! A MOVIE ABOUT POETRY 


(planetout.com) 


Neil LaBute, director of the misogynist film In the . 
Company of Men, delves into the world of 19th-century %3. % 
feminist poetry in his new film Possession. Adapted from 

A.S. Byatt’s 1990 novel of the same name, Possession stars 
Gwyneth Paltrow and Aaron Eckhart (Erin Brockovich) 
as literary scholars who uncover evidence of an 
unlikely atfair between two noted Victorian poets— 
one a married man and the other a feminist, possibly 
a lesbian. Paltrow and Eckhart’s characters, who 
discover this tryst by reading the dead poets’ letters, 

begin to fall in love with each other in the process. 


Possession opens in theatres this June. 
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NEXT MONTH’S WOMONSPACE 
PEATURE TOPIC: DRAG KINGS 
Are you a Drag King? Do Drag 
Kings confuse you? Have you ever 
been mistaken for a guy? Boy? Boi?? 
Have you dressed up as every 
member of the Village People for the 
past six Halloweens?? Do you wear 
men’s underwear? Any thoughts on 
gender identification?? Max 500 


: words by April 10th. 
She’s a student of Architectural 
Technology, a slave to coffee, and 
a camper extraordinaire. She’s a 
butcher, a baker and candlestick 
maker. OK, she might not be 
those last few, but she’s Nicole 
Levesque and she’s also 
Womonspace’s new Volunteer 
Goordinator. When not 


Womonspacing, you might find 
her at farmers markets, auctions, 
or antique shops. Welcome, Nic! 


SUE EVER DT ® 


Are you the kind of person that likes being told what to do? Do 
you want to submit, but don’t know what to write? We have all 
kinds of assignments for you at womonspace if you can’t think of 
anything to write for the Feature Theme! 

Contact womonspace@hotmail.com NOW! 
We welcome submissions up to 500 words of interest to local lesbians: 
letters to the editor, short fiction, articles, book and movie reviews, 
poetry, artwork, and photographs. Reminder: do not send 
your underwear. Snail mail: womonspace Editor, Box 
128 Main P.O., Edmonton, AB, TSJ 3J4. 


Feature Themes: May: Drag Kings (deadline April 10th), 
June: Pride (deadline May 10th), 
July/August: Family (deadline June 10th) 
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Kissing Jessica Stein 


Fevlel by Suzanne Dawson 


Jessica is an uptight copywriter for a 
New York newspaper; Helen is an 
adventurous art museum curator. 
Lesbian love made in heaven? Not 
quite. But Kissing Jessica Stein does 
make for a sweet romantic comedy 
in which every dyke can see a piece 


of herself. 


Kissing Jessica Stein is a coming out 


story with a twist. It begins when bi- 
curious Helen places a personal ad in 
the newspaper, looking to experiment 
with other women. Jessica, also a 
virgin tO WOoMmMen-On-women love, spots 
the ad as it crosses her desk, and is 
immediately smitten even when she 
realizes the ad is to be placed in the 
Women Seeking Women section. In 
virtually her only brave moment 
throughout the course of the movie, 
Jessica leaves a message for Helen 
agreeing to meet her for a drink. This 
is the introduction of both women to 
lesbian love. Of course, like love in real 
life, their relationship comes with 
many complications. In this case, it is 
Jessica’s inhibitions that get in the way 
of true romance between the two. 
Jennifer Westfeldt 
Stein perfectly, with all the tics and 


plays Jessica 


tremours all neurotics will recognize in 
themselves. Helen is portrayed by 
Heather Juergensen with dry wit and 
eyes that speak volumes (although the 
tip of her nose seems to change colour 
throughout the movie without expla- 
nation). The two actresses co-wrote the 
movie script together, which explains 
why their chemistry, although not 
overwhelmingly sexual, 
is so profound. Despite 
the wonderful perfor- 
mances by the two 
stars, the highlight of 
the movie is Jackie 
Hoffman, who plays 
Jessica’s hilarious best 
friend, Joan. 

The movie’s ending 
may prove disappoint- 
ing for some, refreshing for others. 
Unlike other experimental-bisexual- 
woman flicks such as Chasing Amy, 
you won't walk out of the theatre 
embarrassed for being portrayed as a 
woman who just hasn’t met the right 
man. This movie truly has something 
for everyone and, with no nudity or 
sex scenes, you'll feel as comfortable 
being escorted to it by your mother as 
by your lover. It’s interesting to watch 


romance blossom, despite a surplus of 


female stereotypes and an absence of 
lesbian stereotypes (no butches were 
harmed or portrayed during the 
shooting of this movie). And even if 
the femme-on-femme action seems a 
bit too Hollywood for you, I still 
guarantee that you, and whomever 


you choose to bring as your escort, 
will laugh out loud.w 


Kissing Jessica Stein is playing at the Garneau Theatre, 8712 - 109th Street, 
starting March 29. For more information, call the Garneau at 433-0728. 
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AGH ovotn TRAVEL | 


Eaton Centre 
429-2233 


Jackie VYurko B.Se, N.D: 
Doctor of Naturopathic Med TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel.com 


6523 - 111 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TOH ARS5 


Phone: (780) 430-4553 
Fax: (780) 430-085] 


= 


JULIE Co. LiOYp 


Barrister © Solicitor 


9O Canada Western Bank Place 


10303 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta ToJ 3N6 
(780) 442-4417 
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ome Improvement?! I looked at 
that topic and thought, “What in 
the world will I write? I don’t 
even know how to use a drill.” A former 
belt for 


girlfriend gave me a tool 


Christmas last year and I use it to hold 
pens and note paper and mail. 
Yesterday I was visiting some friends 


at their lovely little house, looking at 


photos of their renovations—replacing 
the roof, dry walling, replacing the 
bathroom. It was an amazing 
accomplishment, and it was great to see 
the pride they took in their labour. I 
have an idea of how they feel. I am 
working right now on my final report, 
as my two year contract with the gay 


and lesbian community centre is ending 


in April. I find it hard to grasp that it’s 
been two years, and while there are 
things I wish I had done differently or 
better, ’'m proud of what I have 
worked with the volunteers and board 
to accomplish. 

Homes aren’t renovated in one big 
action. We tackle 


some with great enthusiasm and some 


each) small task—— 
with reluctance—knowing that they all 


have to be done. I am proud of the 


accomplishments of the last two years, 


with 


and proud to be associated 


| 


If you have any news tips 
about Edmonton’s 
lesbians, contact 
womonspace@hotmail.com 


any news ?, 


by kristy Harcourt 


GLCCE as it exists today. At the same 
time there have been huge obstacles to 
tackle, including our relocation, the 
2001 problems, and the 
constant worries about making ends 


heating 


meet. Those have been balanced by the 
very heart-warming work with our 
peer-counselors to support people in 
crisis, and the proactive work in 
educating people and groups about 
GLBT issues. There is always a great 
deal more work to be done than time, 
energy, or money to do it. 

One persistent issue is the question 
of how to get a greater number of 
GLBT 
community in general, and GLCCE in 
While GLCCE’s 


womonspace 


women involved in the 


particular. higher 


profile in and other 


lesbian realms has increased the 
number of women who seek support 
and information with us, it has never 
translated into greater numbers of 
women volunteering. Women make up 
only about a third of our volunteers. If 
anyone reading this wants to buck the 
trend and get involved, GLCCE always 
seeks work on 


women fo Centre 


operations, including committees, 
support work, and organizing activities 
for women during the Thursday 
evening drop-in. 

Our GUCCE thas 


undergone a bit of renovation over the 


‘home’ at 


last couple of years, and we’ve learned 


a lot about what works and what 
doesn’t through good old fashioned 
trial and error. There are no “before 
and after” pictures to compare but 
mostly I think the work has been 
positive. There’s always so much more 
to do, but we as a community can be 
proud of our accomplishments. The 
April Womonspace dance will be a 
benefit for GLCCE—see you there! ¥ 
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B&D 


EMPORIUM 


CUSTOM CLOTHING 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


leather, latex, pvc, 


We can help: gothic, punk, fetish 

; toys, books, mags, 

Edmonton Physical shoes, wigs, boots, 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. pride supplies. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
‘ 9652 JASPER AVE. 
Tel: 428-688 | EDMONTON 
A, (780) 428-LTHR 
No doctor's referral required. 
VVCB and CRP funded. 426 - 8TH AVE. S.E. 
CALGARY 
(403) 265-7789 


Intimate @ House 
Attitudes ° "DK. 


Caring MAINTENANCE, 
RENOVATION, REPAIRS 
Plumbing, Electrical, Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Framing, Doors, Decks, 

Interior Renovations, 
and much more! 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 


Quality workmanship available at your 


(780) 454 8120 convenience, at Reasonable Rates! 
(780) 619 1755 Seniors Discount 


(780) 477-7874 


housedr@telusplanet.net 


Meghan Cox 
Independent Consultant 


Evenings of Adventure 
Direct Sales 


meghan-cox@intimateattitudes.com 
www.intimateattitudes.com | | 
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The Summer of the Renovator 


by Marion Ranisey-Frisch 


4“ I teeel so hot and this horreeble 
stickiness. | must go home and 
shower!” After weeks of searching 

for the perfect cabinetmaker/carpenter/ 
renovator this was my _ reward...a 


charming, pretentious European who, 


after two short hours of work in the 
July heat, wearing only his heavy 
corduroy shirt, jeans and wool socks, 
had to once again leave because of this 
intense urge to bathe. 

Many have recounted their woes of 
the renovation experience: tales of 
toilets abandoned in the middle of the 
master bedroom; scripts of conver- 
sations with the tiling guy—discussing 
just how 
t 


who disappeared for days after “just 


you expected him to do 


1at—and mysteries of the painters 
running to the store for a Pepsi.” 
Indeed, my nightmare included all 
those requisite elements but with the 
addition of Viljem. It was The Summer 
of the Renovator. 

My days began by waking Viljem 
bright and early at 10:30 AM with a 
phone call. “Yes, your tea will be ready 
when you arrive...No, no, don’t eat 
before you come. Just come to work 
and I will make sure you have some 
toast for breakfast.” My mission: just 
get him to the house and attempt to 
keep him there for at least six hours. 
By dangling the prospect of an 
afternoon beer, some days I managed to 
keep him at work for eight hours. 
“None of that cheap Canadian beer. 
Only good Polish beer does not give 
me headache. You go get it—yes!” 


This is not to say that I wasn’t 


pleased with the work that was slowly 
being completed. My new kitchen with 


ceramic tiles and maple cupboards was 


& 
obviously going to be beautiful. Viljem 
even convinced me to remove a hallway 
closet “to open up the space.” The only 
drawback was the sagging ceiling that 
had lost its supporting wall. This was 
pointed out to me by my architect 
brother but Viljem was not of the same 
opinion. After many arguments, which 
always finished with him telling me 
that he needed only to go up into the 
attic, “hammer, hammer, hammer,” and 
everything would be fine. He refused to 
consider anything else. Finally, I hired a 
handyman randomly chosen out of the 
phone book to place four posts. This 
took him about 15 minutes and I paid 
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him an insane amount of money. Then, 
Viljem turned to me and said, “Why 
you not tell me this is what you want?” 

This obstacle overcome, work began 
to progress quite nicely. Full of trust, | 
even felt comfortable enough to leave 
Viljem on his own. Some days much 
was accomplished, others, nothing! | 
was to learn that one cannot push 
creative genius. “I do not feel like 
working with wood today. I make you 


OR Bes. 


: ecg: 
SON SS 


fabulous spaghetti dinner instead.” The 
tood was wonderful and as July moved 
into August I felt myself relaxing, 
accepting the cycles of my renovator. 

In the end I loved my new home. 
The kitchen was spectacular, the 
Italian food delicious. It was a summer 
to be remembered. Would I renovate 
again? Probably, but I do believe that | 
would choose a woman—a member of 
our community—who bakes! ¥ 


Tool Time 


by Tina Taylor 


at was an aptitude test that moved 
f me from waitress to app 


repair technician. Eleven years 


lance 


ago, that test reminded me I was 
much happier tinkering with machines 
that make food, rather than waiting 
on people who eat it. And who knew 
that my new career would open up 
such a world of tools. 

Through my work and over the 
years I have tools in cases, boxes, 
drawers and dishwasher baskets. And 
the added tool weight in the trunk of 
my car gives me traction in winter! 

Last Christmas my GF got me the 
best present: a Black and Decker 
drill, jig saw, and mouse sander 
in one! (It’s second only to the 
“Gizmo” Edmonton Eskimo jersey 


she got me a couple of years ago.) 
The heads come off to change to the 
new tool. My partner knows me 
very well—what more could a dyke 
ask? However, it was like getting 
a little kid a bike for Christmas— 

we live in an apartment, so I 
can’t use it (yet). We are moving 
into a house in 20 more sleeps, 

so I will get to do all kinds of 


things then, I’m sure! 
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I have this great piece of wood 
that I got at Elk Island Park last fall. 
I’ve been wanting to sand and clean it 
all up and make a handsome walking 
stick. I was dumbfounded by the 
reaction of my partner (Julie) when, 
on Boxing Day, she wouldn’t let me 
use my little sander in the apartment! 
She said something like, “You do 
know what happens when you sand 
something, don’t you?” I was going 
to put some newspaper under my 
work space—what could happen? 

I know there will be plenty of tool 
related opportunities around our 
new house. (I do suspect, though, 
that I will be like the mechanic who 
drives the biggest piece of junk on 
the block!) I think my GF wonders if 
Pll spend more time buying and 


fiddling with new’ tools than 
actually using them. There are Just 
too many things to do around a 
house! I’m going to have my own 
garden, garage, yard, driveway, and 
work room for the first time in 

my life. This opens up a 
whole new world of 
tools! Home owner- 

ship and all the 

things that go with it... 
TOOLS!! The possibilities 


are endless!¥ 
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Nesting for the Good Witch 
by Joan White Calf 


ga inproving the homo’s home is a long 
loving project. As with any good 
nest, the home really is where your 
heart is, so permanency and ownership 
are not necessarily requirements. 
Creating a safe living space can be as 
easy as flattening the grass the very first 
time you claim that sleeping spot high 
on the lookout hill, or putting fresh 
cardboard out to sit on in the alleyway 
behind the dumpster. It will be the 
place that you sleep and dream and 
maybe even have sex if you’re lucky. 
Renovations to your home are a true 
act of ownership and commitment and 
just another version of marking your 
territory. They can be something as simple 
as hanging a new piece of stained glass 
in the window or converting the front 
hallway to a bedroom by throwing down 
a foamy and sleeping bag for your 
dearest dyke visitor who has a tendency 
to snore. Prepping for the renos are part 


of the process and certain questions 


should be addressed. Who will do the 


renos? Do you have to de-dyke the 
place before the workmen come? How 
much time and money do you have for 
the project? Can your budgie stand 
drywall dust? Can you? This might be a 
perfect time to move in with a friend 
for a while. Perhaps you know some 
straight girl who would love to help 
you out—and under the guise of being 
“just friends” you never know what 
may occur—you may find a brand new 
“home” in the process! The point is, 
preplanning will save you a lot of grief, 
unless you make a move on the straight 
girl and it goes badly. If you’re one of 
those talented lesbians who can actu- 
ally do your own renovating then you 
must consider sharing your wonderful 
skills. It would be so nice not to have to 
worry about all the details of desensi- 
tizing oneself to being scrutinized by 
the good ol’ boys who come to make a 
big mess of your life and charge you a 
good fee to boot. Strap on those tools 


girls and give us a hand!v¥ 


womonspace 


april 2002 


OrlLANpO 
COIS 


Edmonton’s lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 
of titles for women. 


New and Used Books 


10123 Whyte Ave. TOE 1Z5 
nels VA e ree 


www.orlandobooks.com 


vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women s Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 

Secure online shopping 

Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 


T: 604.254.2543 
Toll Free: 1.888.WYM.WARE 
wwW.WwomynsWare.com 


ats 


Douglas Design/ Select Framing Inc. 


WHEN ALL YOU WANT IS TO SPEND MORE TIME AT HOME 


Douglas Design offers interior and architectural design ranging in 


scope from colour selection and interior arrangements to complete 


working drawings. 


Select Framing provides professional custom art framing and a 


wide variety of images to choose from. 


8606 118 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 
780.413.8250 


Tuesday thru Friday 11 AM to 6 PM 
Saturdays 11 AM to 5 PM or by appointment. 
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Amazing Saltini 


mar21 - aprig 


taurus 


Someone turns out to be very different from 


apr20 - may20 


what you first imagined. Unwittingly, you’re 
blowing off someone’s romantic overtures. If 
you're interested, go for it. Trust is at the 
heart of your connection, and you can count 
on that. Make sure to reveal the many ways 
that the other makes you happy. 


gemini 


The story of your life seems to be at a major 


may2) - jun2) 


turning point. You don’t want to miss a 
thing. Slow down before you leave some 
crucial detail far behind in the dust. Listen 
to a quiet voice that’s usually lost in the 
general roar. You can’t always get what you 
want, but it never hurts to ask. You'll hear 


‘ves’ a lot more often than you expect. 


( d Nl ( e f jun22 - jule2 


( hance encounters make vou nervous. An 


unlikely partnership suddenly makes perfect 
sense. Cancer is given a rare opportunity 
that shouldn’t be wasted. Be prepared for 
some romantic intensity to heat up your 
love life. Your grand plans to save the world 
can wait a day or two while you refocus 


your energy on yourself. 


leo j 


Awards, grants, blessings and miracles keep 


julz - augr2 


coming your way. The stars seem intent on 
making 


you famous. You're already 
popular among the friends and strangers 
that have felt the touch of your magic. 
Show some warmth to someone who is 


deprived or shivering. 


VIF g 0 aug22 - sepr2 


An attractive person gives you permission 


to cross his or her boundaries. Faced with a 


There’s so much going on right now that you don’t feel 
like dealing with. Use your imagination, and you'll 
be able to make exciting things happen. If you want 
something great to happen to you, help make it 
happen for someone else first. An effortless gesture 


on your part means a lot to someone else. 


call to decisive action, you freeze. Maybe 
you’re overly concerned with what others 
are thinking. Maybe you don’t know who 
will be affected. Take your chance soon, 
because you know you can do this. 


| | D fd €923 - 0(t23 


The spirit moves you, but then it moves 


on. You'll be left with a feeling of accom- 
plishment and a pleasant memory. Your 
imagination takes you on another won- 
derful ride. You may surprise yourself in 
conversation by uttering truths that come 
to you for the first time. The beauty of the 
world is almost too overpowering for you 
right now. 


sCorpio actog - novi 


Scorpio moves through the world with so 


much power that it’s scary. You’re invincible 
in love. You bend forces to your iron will. 
That cutie who seems really sweet keeps 
looking your way. Is she really that perfect 
or is she too good to be true? You might just 
have to go out to coffee with her to find out. 


sagittarius nov22 - deca 


Your luck always improves when the Moon 


is in Sagittarius. Keep others amused and 
they'll let you get away with anything. Your 
life is stirred up into a romantic, idealistic 
whirl. You have many perfect ways to spend 
your love and time. Spend time outdoors 
only if you’re in the mood to be approached 


by good-looking strangers. 


Capricorn deco -jamg 


Your just reward is a lot closer than you 


think. You have creative access to like- 
minded people who always appreciate your 
company. You have the opportunity to 
connect with someone who could be really 
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Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.VV. 
Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 
#203, 10129 - 124 Street, 


Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 


... homoscopes continued from page 12 


special to you in the future. Don’t waste 
time questioning it, just let your magic do 
its thing. Put a smile on your face, and keep 
an open mind. 


aquarius janzo - febi8 


Work each connection as it opens for you. 


Differences are a source of fascination 
rather than a cautionary flag. You’re an 
attractive force to a special breed. Your 
truth may be elusive to many, but all the 
right people will get it. Discovering the next 
step will come from delving into the past 
and finding what lessons are still unlearned. 


Pieces 


You aren’t sure what’s real and what isn’t 


febig - marzo 


anymore. Don’t hold back when it comes to 
revealing your unexpressed feelings and 
longings. If you hope to find your way into 
someone’s heart, this is the time to do it. 
The more you surrender, the more you will 
look back on this day as one of the most 
important. If you close the door now, you 
might miss something wonderful. 
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Affirmations 


by Toni Vere 


nce upon a time there was a girl 

who lived life according to 

someone else’s rules. Rules she 

didn’t write. Rules she didn’t believe in. 

Rules that held her like an animal 

caught in a trap. The day she chewed 

her leg off to set herself free was the 

beginning of what promised to be the 
rest of her life. 

Anyhow... am pretty much a non- 


shadow of who | 


existent was. In 
hindsight, I can hardly believe how 
someone else’s rules could even keep 
me a prisoner for 20 years, in light of 
the fact that I am an extremely free- 
spirited gal-about-town. If I was a 
different sort of person I could most 
likely do lots of dwelling, drinking, 
and drugs...(oh my). I could do a 
whole lot of other self-defeating things 
that could screw up the next twenty 
years of my life but you know...?’'m a 
wee bit feisty these days and I refuse to 


let what was affect what is or will be. 


I’ve always been a thinker, a stew- 
pot, a melancholy bay-bee you might 
say. Everything I’ve learned in this life 
When | 


reflect on the things that shattered the 


I’ve learned the hard way. 
shell of who I thought I was, I almost 
feel so overwhelmed with a sense of 
“YA” that I get all emotional and girly- 
girl like and big-ass elephant tears 
threaten to fall dike “raim on van 
otherwise sunny day. But the feelings 
that come over me are welcomed. They 
remind me of how sacred the place in 
my heart where I call home ts. Peace ts 
such a beautiful thing. 

A very close friend once confided in 
me that she saw me as a caged animal. 
I remember those days. I spent so 


community voices continues on page 14. 
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. continued from page 13. 


much time pacing and looking out of 
the window. I felt like I was searching. 
Always looking...but I never knew 
what I was looking for. Now I know. I 
was looking for me. The grip that held 
my soul was frightening. Breaking free 
was the most liberating mind-blowing 
experience I’ve lived to date. Really. 
When I was twelve I wrote my first 
song. We lived in a _ pissy small 
community in the middle of nowhere 
Alberta, fifty miles south of Edmonton. 
There was nothing to do except get 
thankful that 
something pulled me into the basement 


into trouble. ’'m so 
to my piano. I’ve sorted out a lifetime 
of pains, hurts, and broken hearts, 
nO 


something. Writing songs became a 


thanks to one moment in 
primary focus of my life. Writing songs 
kept me sane. I was never a very good 
songwriter but that never mattered. 
What mattered was that I had some- 
thing I could call mine to hold on to. 
Something that I valued anchored me 
to life...to live. The songs were good 
enough to keep me going. Good 
enough to keep me trying. So through 
my twenty years in search of me | 
wrote mediocre average songs...but 
once in awhile I’d write something that 
gave me that rush that said ,“ YA, this is 
what I need to be doing in this life.” 
Then there was that time in 1989 when 
Pam Tillis told me I was cool and she 
really “dug” my stuff. Moments like 
that made me keep writing even 
though deep down inside I suspected 
that I mostly sucked at it. 

The day of my re-birthday...April 1st, 
2000, something changed. The camera 
came into focus and I could see me. For 
the first time in my life I could face the 
world with no shadows, no apologies, 


and no regrets. My soul was free. 


Off topic, but on your mind! 


So many things have happened in 
my life. Every time it was like a smack 
up-side the head. In hindsight, I think 
something blocking my view of life 
was finally dislodged from my brain. I 
remember throwing my guitar across 
the stage in Banff and then proceeding 
to hang it up for good...forever... 
which turned out to be about twenty 
seven months. After I experienced a 
crash course in “How to fall flat on 
I actually 


your face and survive,” 
pulled my guitar out of the closet... 
along with a few other interesting 
details of my life, and started to write 
again. It’s been like a dam whose flood 
gates have been opened. Just when | 
thought I had enough material for a 
small CD project...1 discovered I had 
enough material worthy of placement 
on two CDs. 
So....yadda yadda yadda...] stop 
and I wonder...why the hell do I write 
about this stuff? The fact is...it’s more 
like ’'m driven. I have a passion for 
expression. But really...what is the 
point? I think that for me it’s an 
affirmation of how hard the road has 
been to get to “now.” It reminds me of 
how precious life is and how dras- 
tically a life can change when you set 
your mind to it. Writing about things 
paints a road map from there to here 
complete with raging rivers, torrential 
storms, and blinding blizzards...(oh 
my). It shows me that today is only as 
written in stone as you allow it to be. 
Tomorrow is always whatever colour 
you choose to dip your brush in.¥ 


Something on your mind? Don’t feel 
like writing about Drag Kings but 


your pen is itchy? This space is for 
you! Max 500 words. 
womonspace@hotmail.com 
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resource directory 


List your organization or event here 


arts — 
(ircle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 


7:30 PM at Southminster Steinhauer United 
Church, 10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join as 


a singer or a supporter. Call 479-2038 or 


evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Qut at the Symphony For gay and lesbian music 
lovers and their friends. Call Paul at the 
ESO 429-1992, ext 240. 


athletics 
(urling League Fridays at Ottewell Curling Club. 


No previous experience required. Call Lance 
at 479-0211 or ldeeka@hotmail.com 

Free-to-Be Womyn's Volleyball League Mondays 
7-8:45 pM at John D. Bracco School, 3150- 
139 Ave. Cost $35/year, $3/drop-in. Call 
Pam at 459-9370 or p_mcewin@hotmail.com 
Making Waves Swim (lub Sundays 8 pm and 
Thursdays 8:30 pM at Bonnie Doon Pool. 
Tuesdays 8:30 PM at Scona Pool. Call Jan at 


454-9987 or makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 
Northern Titans Ten pin bowling league. 
Saturdays 4:45 pm. Call Garry or Dave at 
426-6311 or davegarry711@home.com 
churches 

Affirm United support group for members of 


the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176. 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian and 


bisexual Mennonites and friends. Call Heather 


at 987-4974, or email jonrach@ msn.com 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 


compusmart.a b.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian church. 
Sundays at 7 PM at Garneau United Place, 
11148-84 Ave. Call 474-0753. 


Wutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and _ friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a_ sate 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 


lcedmonton@lecna.org 
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Call q82-1794 or Womonspace@hotmail.com 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhaver United Church Welcomes. all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming 
United Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 
10740-19 Ave. Call the church office at 
435-2028 or Debbie at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 


compusmart.ab.ca 


focus groups 


AGAPE Sexual Orientation and Schooling 
Focus Group at the U of A Faculty of 
Education 4-110C Educ. N. 
5-6 PM. Contact Dr. 


Thursdays 
Andre Grace at 
andre.grace@ualberta.ca or Kris Wells at 


wellsk@icrossroads.com 


hangouts for lesbians 
The Bagel Tree: 10345 Whyte Ave; Cafe 
Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; Precinct 55: 
5552 Calgary Trail $; The Roost: 10345- 
104 St; Secrets Bar & Grill: 10249-107 St; 
Urban Grind: 10124-124 St. 


leisure groups 


Breakfast (lub Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Dianne at 433-0374 before pM the Fri 


before to ensure your reservation. 


(lassits Social group for lesbians over 40. 
Second Sunday of the month. Call Dori at 
487-9510. 


Liatris Society Gardening club for all. Call William 


at 474-7328 or liatrissociety@hotmail.com 


National Leather Association Social evening on the 
second Friday of each month 8:30 PM at The 
Roost, 10345-104 St. 

Open Door (lub Social club for Grant MacEwan 
Community College students and friends. 


opendoorclub@hotmail.com 


OUTreach For LGBT students, staff, and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pm, Athabasca Hall. 
outreach@ualberta.ca 

Sunday Night Coffee Group Everyone welcome to 
drink coffee, chat and enjoy each other’s 


company. Second and fourth Sunday of the 


15 


16 


month 7 PM Jax Bean Stop, 11511-104 Ave. 
Just look for the blue baseball cap. 
gay_edmonton_coffee@yahoo.com, 


WWW. Zeocitles.c¢ ym/gay edmonton _cottee 


support services 
Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association 
Tuesday of the month 7:30 pM at Orlando 
Books. Call Bill 422-6207. 


Equal=Albertaé For equal treatment of all 


Albertans. Call 488-3234 or wqualalberta@ 


Second 


hotmail.com 


GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community Center 
for drop-in, peer counseling and _ library. 
M-F 1:30 pM—5:30 PM, and 7-10 PM. 
Thursdays 7:30 PM are women’s drop-in. 
Call 488-3234 or glece@compusmart. ab.ca 


New address as of Feb 4th: #45, 9912-106 St. 


(ARE Interfaith Center for AIDS/HIV Resources 
and Education. Call Mickey Wilson at 448- 


1768 or icare@oanet.com 


Naturopath for Women Free information sessions 


on naturopathy with a focus on women’s 


health. First Monday of the month 7 PM 
Park Allen Hall, 11104-65 Ave. Call Jackie 
Yurko at 430-4553. 

PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the 
month 7:30 pM at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958 or pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
Transgender/Transsexual Support GLLCE, second 
and fourth Tuesdays of the month 7:30 PM. 
Info: 488-3234. 

Yours, Mine, Ours & Us Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Liz at 
415-5434 or Garry at 426-6311. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBI 
7-9 pM at GLCCE or yuyedm@hotmail.com 


radio 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 


age 25 and under. Saturdays 


interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 


CJSR 88.5 FM. 


Sonic Sisters. Women’s music hosted by Cort 
Brewster Tuesdays 7-8 PM on CJSR 88.5 FM. 


Classifieds 


(lassified ad deadline is ¢ pu on April roth. Three lines max. Free to members, $¢ to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 


accommodations 


Fun, active, lesbian couple looking for same 


or single to fulfill their needs. Our needs... 
renters for a professionally finished new 2 
bedroom basement suite in older home. 
N/S, N/P, DD $700, rent $700 plus utilities. 
Awesome, private, central location. Call 
465-3620, leave message. 


Home wanted-rent has gone up again. Very 
clean and quiet dyke needs a_ southside 
location to rent. Call 439-4478 


Seashell Housekeeping Units. Down East 
Nova Scotia Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 
June 15—Oct 15. (902) 224-1563 

Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9 700/Awww.oldentrance.ab.ca 
opportunities — 


We are inviting you to write your stories of 


successful experiences in addressing bisexual, 
gay, lesbian, transgender and Two-Spirited 
realities in education. Your stories must be 
received before April 12. For info call John 
Guiney at (416) 962-2424. 


GLCCE has received funding for a part-time 
Resource Development position, to begin in 
May. Call the centre 488-3234 or check the 
website for details. 


Wanted: womon slowpitch players! We need 
more GRRRLS! (Guys are welcome too.) 
Season runs from May through mid Sept. 
Fees are just $30, which includes a party at 
the end of the season. For more info call or 
e-mail Tina 423-9925, fixitina@hotmail.com 


for sale 

°99 Honda Shadow Motorcycle. Excellent 
condition. Indoor heated storage every winter. 
Quality gear thrown in and help getting 
started for the right offer. Call 439-4478. 


Sweet 1940s bungalow for sale. Lovingly 
restored. New everything—all you need to do 
is move in! 9340-108 Avenue. Call Rhonda 
or Lara 434-5817. 

messages 

SMD: Amor Vincit Omnia! SLM 


Hey Sue: It was great to see you again! See 
“ tod ’ < 


you in Calgary!! Love Cheeto 


LOML: I didn’t enjoy my brief retirement... xo 
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Dear Dr. Dyke, 
My girlfriend wants to take a ‘course 
and has decided to sign up for bagpipe 


lessons. I want to be encouraging, but 
this seems unreasonable. We've never 
shared the same musical tastes, but this 
feels like it could be the deal breaker. 
Does my GF hate me?? 

Signed, KC and The Sunshine Band 
Dear KCATSB, 
There’s such a thing as bagpipe lessons? 
Now there’s something you never see in 
the yellow pages! Dr. Dyke has never 
minded the pipes, as long as they stay in 
Scotland. They scare small children, 
pets, and have undoubtedly ruined 
more than one otherwise harmonious 
relationship. True, she could just be 
taking the passive-aggressive way to a 
break-up, but whoooo what a way to 
go! Since there are much quieter, less 
embarrassing ways, let’s assume she 
truly has an interest in playing the 
bagpipes. What’s it to you, really? Do 
you hear her complaining about your 
kd lang scrapbooks? (Yeah, that’s 
right—we know you have more than 
one, and probably even special scissors 
too!) Everyone needs a hobby, and as 
long as no dogs, cats or girlfriends are 
harmed during the practicing of the 
pipes, what is the big deal? Would she 
have to wear a kilt for lessons? Find 
out! ‘Cause there would definitely be 
advantages to that...! What you need to 
do is set up a schedule for when she will 
practice, so that you can plan to be at 
the dentist (or some other similar 
activity), but promise her that you will 
attend her recital. (Trust Dr. Dyke— 


support her, and she will 

probably make it up to you 

later...!). Encourage her to 

do her own thing—it’s 

healthy for SOs to have 

different interests, which 

always makes. for interesting 
dinner conversation when you 
hook up the next time. Like this one 
time, at band camp... 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 
My errl is verrrry pierced. Like I mean 
pierced! Like, there’s really nothing 
that isn’t pierced anymore! I have four 
piercings myself, but she keeps going 
back for more. I thought it was pretty 
cool at first, but now it’s kind of 
freaking me out. Would that be a bad 
reason to break up with her? 

Signed, Captain and Tenielle 
Dear CAT, 
Anyone who gets a piercing has their 
reasons. Maybe she likes the attention 
at airport security? Maybe she just feels 
good looking that way? Maybe if you 
understood her need to be pierced, it 
wouldn’t freak you out so much. Ask 
her! She isn’t you, and just because you 
don’t want to be as pierced, doesn’t 
mean it’s wrong for her. As for a bad 
reason to break up, well, in Dr. Dyke’s 
experience, as long as you aren’t giving 
Seinfeld a run for his money, there are 
just reasons, not bad reasons. If it’s how 
you feel, and you aren’t attracted to a 
grrl more metal than woman, then 
that’s that. But tell her BEFORE you 
break up with her—she might be getting 
all of those piercings to impress you! 


THE ‘DOCTOR? IS IN! 


Send your questions to the relationship/life/sex/home improvement dyke expert! 


Write to doctordyke69@hotmail.com 
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Atl § 


The April Womonspace Dance is mixed 


and co-sponsored by GLCCE on 
Saturday, April 20th at Westmount Hall 
10970-127 St; 9 PM-1 AM. Leave a 


message at 482-1794 to volunteer. 


the top five benefits to becoming a womonspace member: 


You are You get © Tp arrives You support a The distribution 
guaranteed a something in discreetly at your #¥eat community focations run out of 
fewsletter, =the mail once “home in a nice eroup, and get womonspace quickly 
hot off the a month that fewsletter-sized cool discounts and you don’t handle 
press, before has nothing to manila envelope, for dances, and disappointment well. 
any hit the do with your just In case you other activities. Things get smashed. 
streets! friend Visa or still live with Nobody wins. Just 
Mastercard. your boyfriend! join already! 


tthe With sists th 


p form, 


ae 


(Confidentiality Assured) , : 

Name(s) ‘ 

2 Address 2 
4 City Postal Code ; 
Phone E-mail : 

r2 month membership fee: : 
$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) ¢ 


# $15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta 
TSJ 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


(9 New Member OQ) Renewal () Associate 
(J I would like to be a volunteer 

4 Please mail my newsletter to my home ; Total Enclosed: | # 
(I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events 


SSS ton 


Ci { would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 


QO) I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution : 


